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IMPEACHMENT TRIAL 


Ernst says 
she'll oppose 
calling any 
witnesses 


Democrats increasingly 
unlikely to get the votes 
needed to hear from John 
Bolton and others 


By JOSEPH Morton 
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU 


WASHINGTON — 
Ernst has heard enough. 

The Iowa Republican said 
Thursday that she will oppose 
calling witnesses in the Senate im- 
peachment trial of President Don- 
ald Trump. 

After all, Ernst noted, the Senate 
has been presented with extensive 
testimony from the 
witnesses who al- 
ready appeared as 
part of the House 
impeachment in- 
quiry. 

“Lets be clear: 
we’ve heard from 
witnesses and 
seen documents: 
17 witnesses and 28,000+ docu- 
ments during this entire process,” 
Ernst said in a statement to The 
World-Herald. “The House manag- 
ers had one job: make the case for 
impeachment, and they’ve failed 
to do so.” 

Following two days of ques- 
tion-and-answer sessions, the 
Senate is expected to vote soon on 
whether to call new witnesses who 
did not testify in the House. 

Democrats have argued that the 
case against the president is over- 
whelming but that anyone uncon- 
vinced of his guilt should support 
seeking additional information 
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IMPEACHMENT NOTES 


Whistleblower not named, defense 
lawyer says his argument was 
distorted, and what’s next. Page 2A 
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President Donald Trump speaks at campaign rally at Drake University in Des Moines on Thursday. 


IN IOWA, TRUMP SAYS HE CANT 
WAIT FOR GENERAL ELECTION 
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By AARON SANDERFORD 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


DES MOINES — President Donald 
Trump came to Iowa four days before 
the caucuses and warned those jockey- 
ing for the Democratic nomination that 
he’s ready for the general election. 

His message on Thursday provided 
an early preview of his campaign strate- 
gy and showed that Trump and his team 
will use every advantage of incumbency 
to win. He sent the vice president, cab- 
inet secretaries and surrogates to Iowa 
in a show of force. 


President goes to where 
his potential rivals are 
campaigning to show his 
clout in the key state 


Trump painted his opponents as “dem- 
ocratic socialists,” saying he couldn’t 
wait to argue health care with Sen. Ber- 
nie Sanders of Vermont or debate with 
former Vice President Joe Biden. 

He boasted to the crowd about the 


federal judges he’s appointed, said Re- 
publicans would protect the right to 
keep and bear arms, and called Demo- 
crats extreme on abortion. 

He told Iowa voters concerned about 
immigration that he is building the wall 
on the southern border and investing in 
border security to a level that it’s dis- 
couraging people from breaking the law. 

‘Democrats stand for crime, corrup- 
tion and chaos,” Trump told a capacity 
crowd at Drake University’s Knapp 
Center, smiling. “Republicans stand for 


See Trump: Page 2 


Nebraska chamber backs 
LGBT job protections 


Group’s new position could give new life to 
anti-discrimination bill in Legislature, sponsor says 


By MARTHA STODDARD 
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU 


LINCOLN — A leading Ne- 
braska business group broke 
new ground Thursday by taking 
a stand against workplace dis- 
crimination based on sexual ori- 
entation and gender identity. 

The Nebraska Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry adopted 
the policy change to align itself 
with Blueprint Nebraska, a state- 
wide economic development plan 
released last fall, officials said. 

“When we said we’re all in on 
Blueprint Nebraska, we meant 
it,” said chamber President Bry- 
an Slone. “Our board of directors 
unanimously adopted a set of 
forward-thinking policies to help 
our organization adopt, engage 
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and execute on 
the plan however 
we can be help- 
ful.” 

The change 
brings the state 
chamber in line 
with the Oma- 
ha and Lincoln 
chambers, both of which have 
pushed for anti-discrimination 
legislation in past years and are 
backing Legislative Bill 627. 

But it puts all three business 
groups at odds with Gov. Pete 
Ricketts, a co-founder and advi- 
sory board member of Blueprint 
Nebraska. 

“Nebraska is already a wel- 
coming state for people of all 
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U.N. agency declares global emergency over virus 


Announcement comes after 
number of cases in a week 
spikes more than tenfold 


GENEVA (AP) — The World 
Health Organization declared the 
outbreak sparked by a new virus 
in China that has spread to more 
than a dozen countries as a glob- 
al emergency Thursday after the 
number of cases spiked more than 
tenfold in a week. 

The U.N. health agency defines 
an international emergency as an 
“extraordinary event” that consti- 
tutes a risk to other countries and 
requires a coordinated interna- 
tional response. 

China first informed WHO about 


cases of the new virus in late De- 
cember. To date, China has report- 
ed more than 7,800 cases, includ- 
ing 170 deaths. Eighteen other 
countries have since reported cas- 
es, as scientists race to understand 
how exactly the virus is spreading 
and how severe it is. 

Experts say there is significant 
evidence the virus is spreading 
among people in China and have 
noted with concern instances in 
other countries — including the 
United States, France, Japan, 
Germany, Canada, South Ko- 
rea and Vietnam — where there 
have also been isolated cases of 
human-to-human transmission. 

Speaking in Geneva, WHO Di- 
rector-general Tedros Adhanom 


See Coronavirus: Page 3 
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A doctor puts on a protective suit 
and goggles at a hospital in Wuhan in 
central China. Wuhan is the epicenter 
of the coronavirus outbreak. 
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